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and coordinating efforts 
to save, protect and 
maintain positive 
sustainable practices for 
Lake Winnipeg. 
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Zebra Mussels Update 

 

In the fall of 2013, zebra mussels were identified in Lake Winnipeg.  Eradication of the zebra 

mussels is not possible for Lake Winnipeg.  Stopping the spread of zebra mussels to other bodies 

of water is an essential environmental and economic goal.   

 

Zebra Mussel Facts  

• Zebra mussels are freshwater mussels that firmly attach to hard and soft surfaces. They can 

heavily colonize watercraft hulls, motors, docks, water intake pipes, beaches etc. Native mussels 

will bury into soft substrates on lake and river bottoms.  

• They aggressively invade new areas and reproduce quickly. Females can produce upwards of 

one million eggs per year.  

• They deteriorate aquatic ecosystems, alter the foodweb, and negatively impact fish and 

wildlife by increasing toxic algal blooms. Large colonies affect fish spawning areas. • They can 

damage key infrastructure by clogging intake structures in power stations, water treatment 

plants, and cottages.  

• They are a costly nuisance to boaters, commercial fishers, anglers, and beach-goers. Zebra 

mussels can reduce recreational potential by littering beaches with sharp shells and producing 

foul odours from decay. What you can’t see, can hurt you.  

• Unlike adults which have a shell, young zebra mussels, called veligers are free-swimming and 

microscopic; they cannot be seen with the naked eye.  

• Veligers can be moved from one waterbody to another, unnoticed, wherever water is present, 

for example, in bait buckets, totes, livewells, or bilge.  

• They cannot be eradicated once they become established, so it is extremely important to stop 

their spread. 

Province of Manitoba AIS 

 

Provincial Government regulations regarding the safe removal of zebra mussels from watercraft, 

ORV’s and water related equipment (anchors, ropes, sonar equipment etc.) include clean, 

drain and dry. Aquatic Invasive Species Regulations 

 

Adult Zebra Mussels can survive out of the water for 7-30 days depending on the outdoor 

temperature and humidity.  Zebra mussel veliger (larvae) are not visible to the naked eye and 

can survive in very little water. They are transported on boats, kayaks, canoes, diving and 

snorkeling gear, children’s beach toys, and anything that can hold water.   Preventing the 

spread is an important citizen action for preserving the waters in Manitoba.  Share this 

information with visitors and others who may enjoy Lake Winnipeg and also visit the many other 

beautiful recreation waters in our province.  

 Federal Govt Brochure for Zebra Mussel Prevention Riding Mountain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.mb.ca/asset_library/en/ais/ais-zebra-mussels.pdf
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/current/_pdf-regs.php?reg=173/2015
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Downloads/RMNP-Zebra-Mussels-2015.pdf
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Removing Zebra Mussels from Shorelines  

 

Communities and individuals have been clearing beach areas of the zebra mussels from 

shorelines to reduce the foul smell of rotting zebra mussels and to provide safe recreation areas 

for beach goers.   Removing zebra mussels from shorelines requires a permit.   

If you are looking to remove Zebra Mussels from shorelines such as your beachfront property, 

you must have an Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) permit. AIS permits are reviewed on a case-by-

case basis and may contain unique permit conditions. 

 

To obtain an AIS permit, please be prepared to provide: 

• identifying information (i.e., name, address, email and / or phone number), 

• planned Zebra Mussel disposal method. 

 

To apply for a permit, please contact: AIS@gov.mb.ca 

 

A control zone is a watershed area where aquatic invasive species (AIS) already occurs or 

where it is expected to spread to in the future. Regulations require decontamination, in addition 

to general cleaning provisions (clean, drain, dry), to ensure AIS are killed and removed before 

watercraft and water-related equipment are placed into a different water body. 

There are six control zones in Manitoba: Central, Nelson River, Whiteshell, Buffalo Bay, Winnipeg 

River and Saskatchewan River/Cedar Lake   Control Zones Manitoba  

 

The Province of Manitoba Watercraft Inspection Program operates in 6 locations in Manitoba 

from late spring until fall.  The following is from the Province of Manitoba website  Water 

Inspection Schedule and Information 

 

“A watercraft, as defined under The Water Protection Act means a motor boat, sailboat, personal 

watercraft, canoe or other thing designed to transport a person on water. 

The watercraft inspection program largely targets boaters leaving invaded water bodies as they 

pose the highest risk for transferring AIS to new uninvaded water bodies. 

All watercraft must stop for an inspection when the watercraft stations are open. This is a legal 

requirement under The Water Protection Act. Be prepared to have your watercraft and water-

related equipment inspected and plan your travels accordingly. The fine for failing to stop at a 

watercraft inspection station while transporting a watercraft is $672.” Fines for Violations 

Other Links for AIS Information: 

Summer Checklist for AIS Regulations 

Winter Checklist for AIS Regulations 

Boater Advisory Preventing Damage to your Watercraft 

mailto:AIS@gov.mb.ca
https://www.gov.mb.ca/sd/pubs/invasive-species/control_zone.pdf
https://www.gov.mb.ca/sd/environment_and_biodiversity/invasive_species/fish_and_wildlife/spread/watercraft_inspection.html#schedule
https://www.gov.mb.ca/sd/environment_and_biodiversity/invasive_species/fish_and_wildlife/spread/watercraft_inspection.html#schedule
http://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/statutes/ccsm/w065e.php
https://www.gov.mb.ca/sd/pubs/invasive-species/preset_fines.pdf
https://www.gov.mb.ca/sd/pubs/invasive-species/ais_summer_checklist.pdf
https://gov.mb.ca/sd/pubs/invasive-species/ais_winter_checklist.pdf
https://www.gov.mb.ca/sd/pubs/invasive-species/boater_advisory.pdf
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Lake Winnipeg’s Communities watching for Indicators of Change 

 

Lake Winnipeg’s waters and the surrounding boreal forest has been undergoing 

change for many years.   Land use changes, industrial and business developments, 

regulations for and violations of environmental best practice, individual’s careless 

behaviour and changing climate patterns all impact the current and future health of 

Lake Winnipeg.    The infestation of zebra mussels, earlier than usual algal blooms and 

the recent unexpectedly large numbers of dead carp littering the shorelines have been 

alarming.   

 

What can communities and citizens do when they notice something of concern?  (Dead 

wildlife or birds) 

 

It can be difficult for individuals to know if finding a dead animal is a natural 

occurrence or something related to an environmental concern.  This past year on the 

east side of Lake Winnipeg, dead pelicans (3) were reported on social media around 

the same time as the abundance of dead carp were washing ashore.  Social media 

was quickly “abuzz”. Fortunately, the connection made with Sustainable Development, 

Agriculture and Resource Department, provided a quick response in answer to the 

concern and safe removal of the carcasses.  

 

The CSLW, along with local community associations, recognize the importance of 

information sharing and appropriate follow up with the responsible government 

agencies.  In order to ensure that recording this information is accurate, determining 

trends in changes and safe disposal of dead wildlife it is important that citizens contact 

the appropriate agencies.    

 

Reporting an observed concern to the appropriate agency can be a challenge due to 

the vast landscape of the shores of Lake Winnipeg, the relative distance between 

communities and the many different governing bodies (local RM’s, Townships, 

provincial and federal governments). Yet reporting can be instrumental in determining 

if similar events are occurring along the shared watershed. It can also encourage the 

appropriate body to take remedial action. 
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Dead Protected Animals on Beach Protected Animals Province of Manitoba contact 

Conservation at: Conservation 

Selkirk: (204) 785-5030 

Gimli: (204) 642-6070 

Riverton: (204) 378-2945 

Beausejour:  (204) 268-6056  

 

Dead Animals found on Provincial Highways or Road Allowance: Department of 

Highways Regional Office or 204-945-8955 

 

Dead Animals found on Municipal Roads or Road Allowance:  Call local Rural Municipality 

Public Works Department.  

 

Dead Animals on Private Property:   Contact your local Rural Municipality for more direction.  

 
 

Please report concern to your  

local Rural Municipality, Conservations Offices  

and the Province of Manitoba Sustainable Development.   

sd@gov.mb.ca  

 

  

2020 is a different year for all of us.   

Please keep in mind the following organizations who provide research and 

advocacy for Lake Winnipeg, the Wetlands and the Boreal Forests. 

 

Lake Winnipeg Foundation:  Visit the LWF website to review the research and find out 

ways to support the continued research through activities this year.   Lake Winnipeg Foundation 

 

Ducks Unlimited Canada: Read about the wetland guide to help farmers manage 

water responsibly and tap new funding. Ducks Unlimited Wetland Guide 

 

Wilderness Committee:  Read and watch a video talking about “buffers” areas from 

agricultural lands and waterways. Wilderness Committee 

We will share more connections with communities supporting Lake Winnipeg.  

Email us at cslakewinnipeg@gmail.com 
 

CSLW Newsletters and updates are available at the following link Manitoba Cottage Owners Association 

https://www.gov.mb.ca/sd/environment_and_biodiversity/species_ecosystems/index.html
mailto:sd@gov.mb.ca
https://www.google.com/search?q=conservation%20manitoba&rlz=1C1EJFA_enCA767CA767&oq=conservation&aqs=chrome.0.0j69i57j0l5j69i61.4605j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&sxsrf=ALeKk03tfPHl5p2v5AU9iI3OX8FLJd0r2Q:1595095685672&npsic=0&rflfq=1&rlha=0&rllag=49975134,-96863913,26290&tbm=lcl&rldimm=8187834840119213390&lqi=ChVjb25zZXJ2YXRpb24gbWFuaXRvYmFaLgoVY29uc2VydmF0aW9uIG1hbml0b2JhIhVjb25zZXJ2YXRpb24gbWFuaXRvYmE&ved=2ahUKEwi5rOi9stfqAhVDbc0KHTpmA0YQvS4wAHoECBEQHA&rldoc=1&tbs=lrf:!1m4!1u3!2m2!3m1!1e1!1m4!1u16!2m2!16m1!1e1!1m4!1u16!2m2!16m1!1e2!2m1!1e16!2m1!1e3!3sIAE,lf:1,lf_ui:2&rlst=f
https://www.google.com/search?q=conservation%20manitoba&rlz=1C1EJFA_enCA767CA767&oq=conservation&aqs=chrome.0.0j69i57j0l5j69i61.4605j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&sxsrf=ALeKk03tfPHl5p2v5AU9iI3OX8FLJd0r2Q:1595095685672&npsic=0&rflfq=1&rlha=0&rllag=49975134,-96863913,26290&tbm=lcl&rldimm=8187834840119213390&lqi=ChVjb25zZXJ2YXRpb24gbWFuaXRvYmFaLgoVY29uc2VydmF0aW9uIG1hbml0b2JhIhVjb25zZXJ2YXRpb24gbWFuaXRvYmE&ved=2ahUKEwi5rOi9stfqAhVDbc0KHTpmA0YQvS4wAHoECBEQHA&rldoc=1&tbs=lrf:!1m4!1u3!2m2!3m1!1e1!1m4!1u16!2m2!16m1!1e1!1m4!1u16!2m2!16m1!1e2!2m1!1e16!2m1!1e3!3sIAE,lf:1,lf_ui:2&rlst=f
https://www.google.com/search?q=conservation%20manitoba&rlz=1C1EJFA_enCA767CA767&oq=conservation&aqs=chrome.0.0j69i57j0l5j69i61.4605j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&sxsrf=ALeKk03tfPHl5p2v5AU9iI3OX8FLJd0r2Q:1595095685672&npsic=0&rflfq=1&rlha=0&rllag=49975134,-96863913,26290&tbm=lcl&rldimm=8187834840119213390&lqi=ChVjb25zZXJ2YXRpb24gbWFuaXRvYmFaLgoVY29uc2VydmF0aW9uIG1hbml0b2JhIhVjb25zZXJ2YXRpb24gbWFuaXRvYmE&ved=2ahUKEwi5rOi9stfqAhVDbc0KHTpmA0YQvS4wAHoECBEQHA&rldoc=1&tbs=lrf:!1m4!1u3!2m2!3m1!1e1!1m4!1u16!2m2!16m1!1e1!1m4!1u16!2m2!16m1!1e2!2m1!1e16!2m1!1e3!3sIAE,lf:1,lf_ui:2&rlst=f
https://www.google.com/search?q=conservation%20manitoba&rlz=1C1EJFA_enCA767CA767&oq=conservation&aqs=chrome.0.0j69i57j0l5j69i61.4605j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&sxsrf=ALeKk03tfPHl5p2v5AU9iI3OX8FLJd0r2Q:1595095685672&npsic=0&rflfq=1&rlha=0&rllag=49975134,-96863913,26290&tbm=lcl&rldimm=8187834840119213390&lqi=ChVjb25zZXJ2YXRpb24gbWFuaXRvYmFaLgoVY29uc2VydmF0aW9uIG1hbml0b2JhIhVjb25zZXJ2YXRpb24gbWFuaXRvYmE&ved=2ahUKEwi5rOi9stfqAhVDbc0KHTpmA0YQvS4wAHoECBEQHA&rldoc=1&tbs=lrf:!1m4!1u3!2m2!3m1!1e1!1m4!1u16!2m2!16m1!1e1!1m4!1u16!2m2!16m1!1e2!2m1!1e16!2m1!1e3!3sIAE,lf:1,lf_ui:2&rlst=f
mailto:sd@gov.mb.ca
https://www.lakewinnipegfoundation.org/news/2020-summer-events
https://www.ducks.ca/news/provincial/manitoba/new-wetland-guide-helps-farmers-manage-water-responsibly-and-tap-new-funding/
https://www.wildernesscommittee.org/news/toxic-green-blue-symptoms-our-water-care
mailto:cslakewinnipeg@gmail.com
http://macoman.com/lake-winnipeg

