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Pet Paws

PUT YOUR PET IN PRINT!
Submit a photo of your fur family member to 

ldbnews@clipper.mb.ca

Photo submitted
Odell is an eight-year-old tabby who likes lounging 

around, laying on the couch and hanging out at 
Gammy and Grandpas.

By Arlene Davidson
Members and friends of 

the Hillside Beach Commu-
nity Association (HBCA) 
say they have been trying 
to keep their beaches free 
of zebra mussels since 2013 
with no help from the Prov-
ince of Manitoba. 

Lynnette Froese, presi-
dent of the HBCA, said 
a provincial permit is re-
quired to remove and trans-
port zebra mussels in order 
to prevent the spread to 
other waterways, but no 
assistance is provided to 
complete the arduous work.   

“The provincial gov-
ernment provides beach 
cleaning equipment for pro-
vincial parks on Lake Win-
nipeg, but public beaches 
are left to the rural munici-
pality and community asso-
ciations,” explained Froese. 
“Community associations 
are volunteer organizations 
that cannot be responsible 
to fundraise for equipment 
nor jeopardize the safety of 
community members who 
volunteer by asking them to 
perform the physically chal-
lenging task of shovelling, 
sifting, loading and dump-
ing the zebra mussel litter.”

The HBCA is a volun-
teer-driven organization 
committed to building com-
munity connections and 
safety in Hillside Beach lo-
cated on the eastern shores 
of Lake Winnipeg. They 

engage their community 
through information shar-
ing regarding responsible 
and safe practices for our 
membership and visitors. 
These include sustainable 
practices for the health of 
Lake Winnipeg and the 
surrounding boreal forests.

First identified in Lake 
Winnipeg in 2013, zebra 
mussels attach to marine 
equipment, water intake 
pipes and other solid mate-
rials in water and can cause 
significant damage. Most 
importantly zebra mus-
sels create an imbalance in 
the water’s ecosystem by 
consuming the good algae, 
impacting important food 
for fish.

Froese  and  f e l low 
HBCA members are reach-
ing out to share their grow-
ing concerns regarding the 
efforts for beach clean-up 
of zebra mussels and need 
assistance from the public 
to lobby the Province of 
Manitoba for assistance 
with this task.   

Froese said in 2019, 
the Municipality of Alex-
ander rented equipment to 
clear the Hillside Beach 
zebra mussel litter. She said 
while it was successful, it 
was clear that was a one-
time opportunity from the 
Province of Manitoba and 
the expense incurred was 
significant to Alexander. 

During the 2020 season 
the HBCA collaborated 

with Alexander to support, 
through community vol-
unteers and transport sup-
port, three beaches clean-up 
events. These monumental 
undertakings of 50 to 100 
volunteers, directed by the 
HBCA directors, followed 
the public health guidelines 
of the day and resulted in a 
clean beach area. 

“Unfortunately, the di-
rection of the winds over 
the next (few) days made 
our efforts short lived. Our 
final beaches clean-up of 
the season in September 
2020, was followed by 
severely littered beaches 
within a week,” said Froese.

Last year the HBCA 
received a $5,000 grant 
from Alexander to purchase 
shovels, rakes, hand-made 
sifters and a cart to fit on 
an ATV.   

“Up to 10 families do-
nated their ATVs to haul 
raked and shovelled zebra 
mussels to the parking lot 
where a bin from Alexander 
was loaded,” said Froese.

In March 2021, the 
HBCA initiated commu-
nication with other East 
Beach communities, Alex-
ander and the provincial 
government. 

“It is important that the 
public and the governments 
understand that the Hillside 
Beach Community Asso-
ciation cannot undertake 
the responsibility for ze-
bra mussel clean up,” said 
Froese, who believes this 
can only be accomplished 
by facilitating community 
members to work with local 
and provincial governments. 

Froese said an indica-
tion was received in April 
from Fisheries Science and 
Fish Culture Section that a 
permit to remove zebra mus-
sels from the beach would 
be given to Alexander for 
2021. To their knowledge no 
permit has yet been issued.  

“Alexander has donat-
ed, with notice, large bins 
which are placed in the 
parking lot on the Friday 

prior to a weekend clean 
up and removed on the 
Monday,” said Froese. “On 
the final occasion for beach 
clean-up, the amount of 
zebra mussels removed 
exceeded the bin capacity 
for removal.”

A provincial spokesper-
son said as part of the safe 
removal and transport of 
this invasive species Mani-
toba does have authority 
to issue permits and helps 
guide municipalities and 
others about how to stay 
compliant with the law. 
This is handled carefully 
to prevent further spread of 
zebra mussels.

The HBCA facilitated 
two online opportunities 
for discussion to begin a 
sustainable collaborative 
approach to safe and clean 
beaches for the community 
and visitors to the area. Al-
exander and the RM of Vic-
toria Beach have indicated 
they would bring forward 
concerns and have taken 
the issue to the Association 
of Manitoba Municipalities.  

She added that the Mani-
toba Association of Cottage 
Owners is supporting their 
concerns through informa-
tion sharing.

Froese said the HBCA 
contacted Lac du Bon-
net MLA Wayne Ewasko 
for assistance. They say 
they received a reply on 
March 17 stating all grant 
deadlines had passed. He 
advised them to regularly 
check the Manitoba GO 
website for new funding 
opportunities.

Froese said zebra mus-
sels are here to stay in Lake 
Winnipeg, but there is no 
method to eradicate them.

“We hope that people 
will contact the members 
of the Legislature and their 
representative to provide 
resources for sustainable 
beach cleaning of public 
beaches” said Froese.

For more information 
contact Froese at info@
hbca.ca

Photo submitted
Hillside Beach Community Association volunteers Janna Thomson (left), Lynnette Froese, Ron Baldwin, 

Carol Coburn, Verna Dawn Arndt and Ella Swistun are faced with the monumental task 
of keeping their beaches free of zebra mussels.

Hillside Beach zebra mussel battle ongoing
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